BRUCE MITCHELL

Bruce Mitchell started folk dancing as part of a folk dancing family in Stockton, California
in 1951. He first attended the Stockton Folk Dane Camp at the University of the Pacific
(formerly the College of the Pacific) in 1952. He has attended every camp session since then.
He was one of the first dancers to receive a scholarship to attend the Stockton camp from
the Folk Dance Federation of California, North in 1955. Bruce became a member of the
Camp Committee in 1968 and has been Director from 1987 to 2011.

Bruce has taught all levels of folk and recreational dance since 1955. He has worked with
countless school groups, adult dancers and senior groups since starting his dance career. He
has been Director of the Camtia Dance Ensemble of Sacramento since 1960, Director of the
Seljan Dance Ensemble (Bulgarian performing group) for three years and was Director of
the Vintage Dancers of Sacramento. He was the dance choreographer for the California
State University Opera Program for ‘The Bartered Bride’ and choreographed the dances for
the opera ‘The Merry Widow’ in 1997.

Bruce has made four trips to Taiwan and Hong Kong since 1981 and has taught at several
camps and institutes in both areas. He has been the Honorary Advisor to the Budlet Folk
Dance Club of Hong Kong until 2018. He was also invited to teach dance at the 30" and the
35™ Anniversary of the Tokyo Folk Dance Federation in 1991 and 1996. He was the guest
instructor at an international recreation conference in Shimane, Japan in 1994.




Bruce has been active in the Sacramento Council of Folk Dance Clubs since 1958. He was
the past president of the Folk Dance Federation of California, North as well.

Bruce had been a professional educator for 38 years. During that time he was a classroom

teacher, principal and curriculum coordinator in the Rio Linda Union School District near
Sacramento, California.
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